FIFE NATURE RECORDS CENTRE
2nd Floor South, Rothesay House,
Rothesay Place, Glenrothes, Fife KY7 5PQ
Tel: 03451 55 55 55 Ext 402270
e-mail: nature.info@fife.gov.uk
website: www.fifedirect.org.uk/nature

SQUIRREL RECORDING FORM
Recorder’s Name:
E-mail:
Address:

DATE*

GRID REF*
(6 FIG
minimum)

LOCATION

SPECIES
NUMBERS

SPECIES*
NAME
(Latin or
Common)

RECORD TYPE
(e.g. Dead on
road, feeding
signs etc)

16/10/08

NO4511

Ladybank

2

Red Squirrel

Dead on road

COMMENTS
(e.g. Habitat detail, behaviour etc)

Road in conifer plantation.

The above form is designed to help with noting records in the field. It would be helpful if these records were
typed into an Excel Spreadsheet or input to “Species_Recorder” (please contact us for more information)
and e-mailed to nature.info@fife.gov.uk You can also mail your paper records if you do not have access to
suitable computer facilities.

* Denotes a required field.

Fife Nature Records Centre is operated by Fife Council. The wildlife information you submit is used to maintain a database of nature
records and may be shared with the NBN Gateway unless indicated below. Your personal contact details may be passed to any third
party who requests such information for the purpose of discussing further the wildlife information you submit.
Please let Fife Nature Records Centre know if you do not wish your personal information to be used in this way by ticking this box
If you do not want these wildlife sightings to be shared with the NBN Gateway, please tick this box

□

□

SQUIRREL IDENTIFICATION
RED SQUIRREL
Sciurus vulgaris

GREY SQUIRREL
Sciurus carolinensis
Both red and grey squirrels leave
distinctive feeding signs, e.g. nibbled
pinecones or split hazelnuts. They
build dreys which are ball-shaped
nests made of twigs and lined with
grass and moss. They can also nest
in tree holes but neither hibernate!

IDENTIFICATION
Head to body length: 18-24 cm and average tail length: 18 cm




Fur is generally a uniform reddish-brown with pale underside,
though can vary from almost black to chestnut brown, including
greyish areas
Prominent ear tufts in winter
Tail is all one colour or various shades of brown but may
gradually bleach to almost white in summer

HABITAT & HABITS






Mainly found in coniferous woods, but may also be in deciduous
woodlands
Red squirrels are true tree squirrels and spend over 70% of their
time in trees
It can travel very fast through the trees by jumping long
distances and it also swims
It is more timid and cautious than the grey squirrel
It makes a chattering sound

IDENTIFICATION
Head to body length: 24-28 cm and average tail length: 22 cm




Fur is predominantly grey with pale underside, though some
reddish-brown areas on head, back, flanks and legs, especially in
summer. These, however, are never very striking!
Never have ear tufts!
Tail is proportionally shorter than red squirrels and is always
fringed white

HABITAT & HABITS






Mainly found in deciduous woods, but may be found in conifer
woods
Grey squirrels spend most of their time on the ground foraging
for food
It runs faster than the red squirrel on the ground, though it is
slower when it moves through the branches of the trees
It is much bigger and bolder than the red squirrel
Its voice is hoarse, rapid and rasping

